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MAYOR'S AWARD

Kinsmen Club of St. Thomas

Each year, I am given the important task of selecting the

recipient of the Mayor's Award, to be presented at the Annual

Honours and Awards Banquet. There are no specific criteria that

dictate how this decision is to be made. The Mayor's Award

honouree must, quite simply, embody a “special something.” That

“special something” helps our City to be an extraordinary

community, driven by the passion of our volunteers and our

advocates. Sometimes zeroing in on one person or group can be

a tough process in a City with so many community volunteers.

But this year, I had no difficulty determining who should stand on

the stage to receive the 2012 Mayor's Award. Please give a warm

welcome to the following individuals from the Kinsmen Club of St.

Thomas:

Bud Parkin, President Andrew Else, Vice President
Paul Trittler, Treasurer Matt Sharpe, Secretary
Phil Bell, Past President Marcus Muxfeldt
Josh Dunn Chris Davies
Henk Vander Linde Eric Glover



Founded in Hamilton, Ontario in 1920 Kin Canada is the nation's

largest a||—Canadian service club organization. Kinsmen, Kinette

and Kin clubs across the country work to better their

communities, enhance the we||—being of Canadians and improve

the environment. The Association boasts a proud 90-year history

dedicated to fostering life—long friendships while ‘Serving the

Community's Greatest Need.’ The Kinsmen Club of St. Thomas

was formed in 1944 and is a diverse group of men of all ages and

backgrounds. At 21 members strong & growing, they have a

hands—on approach to service work and are very active in the

community.

For 35 years they have been organizing the Annual Easter Egg

Hunt in Pinafore Park. This year, over 400 pounds of chocolate

were hidden in the park for children to find—and they made sure

that no one left without some chocolate. This annual event

continues to grow and had a fantastic turnout again this year.

Prior to the Victoria Day and Canada Day holidays, look for their

big trailer in the parking lot at the Timken Centre as they sell

fireworks to raise funds. For approximately 20 years, they have

been assisting the City with our Canada Day Celebrations

including fireworks. I am excited to announce that we will be

returning to Pinafore Park this year for a full day of activities that

will wrap up with the best fireworks display around. We couldn't

pull off the event, or the fireworks, without the commitment and

support from the Kinsmen.



Cystic fibrosis is the major charity supported by all Kin Clubs

including the St. Thomas Club. But they also support many local

groups and organizations financially including Christmas Care, Big

Brothers Big Sisters, Second Stage Housing, Community Living

Elgin, 741 Elgin RC Air Cadets, the St. Thomas Elgin Family

YMCA, construction of the St. Thomas Seniors Centre—the list

goes on and on.

The St. Thomas Kinsmen are also involved in a Kin Canada

National Project—the Portraits of Honour Tour. The tour features a

10' X 50' hand—painted mural depicting the 157 Canadian soldiers,

sailors and aircrew who lost their lives serving in Afghanistan.

This coast—to—coast Canada tour was launched on May 27, 2011

at CFB Trenton. The mural is housed in a specialized mobile

display trailer that acts as a mobile gallery. Kin Canada hopes to

raise over $1.5 million to support the Military Families Fund and

established military charities that assist families of the fallen and

the thousands of military personnel returning home with physical

or emotional injuries.

The St. Thomas Kinsmen Club was the first club involved in the

Stay Alert, Stay Safe program. During which time they donated a

van to police department. Canadian Tire eventually took over the

program and delivered it in communities across the country.

In the last number of years, 2 members of the St. Thomas Club

have taken a leadership role with Kin Canada. The club was well



represented by Brad Bedford and Russ Jackman serving as

national directors.

I am very honoured this evening to present the Kinsmen Club of

St. Thomas with the 2012 Mayor's Award. Please join me in

showing sincere appreciation to the Kinsmen Club of St. Thomas

as I present them with a plaque for their dedication and

contributions to our community.


